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ARTP Celebrates 10 Years of Innovation

On Thursday, October 30th, Park
affiliates, friends, University of
Arkansas leaders, community
leaders and potential investors met
to celebrate 10 years of the Arkansas Research & Technology Park
(ARTP). Along with guest speaker, Chancellor G. David Gearhart,
a proclamation, naming the day as
“ARTP Day,” was presented by
Mayor Lioneld Jordan from the
City of Fayetteville. A Technology
Showcase followed the opening
remarks to allow the public to
learn more about the companies of
the ARTP.
Phillip Stafford, the president of
the University of Arkansas Technology Development Foundation
who manages the ARTP, reflected
on the ten years. Stafford mentioned data received from a recent
Economic Impact report from the
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Center for Business and Economic
Research at the Sam M. Walton
College of Business at the University.
Some of the high points mentioned were:
 From the period 2005 - 2014
labor income from the employment impacts associated with
ARTP affiliate companies totaled $189.5 million;
 Overall, $18 million in state
and local taxes were generated
on production, employment and
wages associated with ARTP
operations; and
 The combined economic output
impact, including business expenditures of affiliate companies and associated construction activity, was $523 million
on the state of Arkansas over
the period from 2003 - 2014.

Welcome to
the Park Family
APEI
Keo Vongvone
BlueInGreen
Dianna Banning
UATDF
Anna Webb
VIC Technology
Venture Development
Peg Hart
Jim Terrell

Phillip Stafford

Picasolar Announces
2nd round SunShot Award

During the ARTP 10-Year Celebration in late October, Picasolar
CEO, Douglas Hutchings, announced that the company received notice in October that it
had been awarded the second
stage of a SunShot Incubator
Award from the U.S. Department
of Energy. Hutching said that the
second tier award was for
$800,000.
Just one year ago in October
2013, Hutchings announced receipt of the first round award for
the company’s patent-pending
process to increase the efficiency
of solar cells. The first round
award was for $500,000.
The SunShot Initiative is a collaborative national effort to drive
innovation to make solar energy
fully cost-competitive with traditional energy sources before the
end of the decade.
cultivatingbigideas is a UATDF publication
Publisher: Phillip Stafford, psstaff@uark.edu
Editor: Anna Webb, axw034@uark.edu
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From Park Affiliates
BIG Makes Large Sale to Local Canning Company
In early August, BlueInGreen (BIG)
announced that it recently sold an
SDOX system to Sager Creek Vegetable Company (formerly Allen’s Canning) of Siloam Springs. Prior to this
sale, BIG already had record sales for
the year, but according to Clete Brewer, BIG’s CEO, this is the company’s
biggest sale to date.
The SDOX system, which uses supersaturated dissolved oxygen to improve water quality, will be used to
convert the existing wastewater lagoon
Dr. Scott Osborn, one of the founders of
into an aerobic treatment system, acBlueInGreen, discusses the SDOX
system for the ARTP retention pond
cording to the company.
The company installed an SDOX system in the ARTP’s retention
pond as one of its pilot studies back in 2011. Brewer said pilot programs and smaller systems sold over the years have paved the way for
the company's sales growth this year.
Founded in 2014 by two University of Arkansas professors, BlueInGreen is located in the ARTP. It is a VIC Technology Venture Development portfolio company.

cycleWood Solutions Receives $740,000 NSF Grant
cycleWood Solutions announced
in early October that it won a grant
award of $741,221 from the National Science Foundation. The
grant is to help accelerate the commercialization of the Xylobag, a
compostable bag made from lignen
- a byproduct from paper mills and
biofuel plants. The Xylobag is marketed as a substitute for plastic
bags.
According to cyclewood Solutions, the bag breaks down in about
12 weeks. The Biodegradable Prod45 gallons compostable bag
ucts Institute has certified the bag as
compostable.
Xylobags currently come in 13 gallon tall kitchen trash bags, 33 gallon lawn and leaf bags and 45 gallon can liners. Xylobags are available
locally at Ozark Natural Foods in Fayetteville.

Poster printing available
for Park affiliates
ARTP affiliates now have the
ability to print color posters at the
Park. The Engineering Research
Center (ENRC) is allowing Park
affiliates to use the Hp Designjet
Z2100 photo printer. According to
Rachel Turnbull, receptionist for
ENRC and GENESIS, the cost per
poster is $25.00. The size can go
up to 36” wide and any length.
Turnbull said, “This is a great
opportunity for affiliates to get
posters created at a reasonable
cost.”
For details, stop by the Genesis
front desk, or call 575-7227.

ARTP affiliates participate
in Red Cross Training
In September, twelve Park affiliates received first aid, CPR and
defibrillator training provided by
the American Red Cross in the
Innovation Center.
This training, which certifies
participants for two years, was the
second time the UATDF provided
the training at a discount for affiliates. The first was in September
2012, so this was a refresher
course for some participants.
This year’s participants included
Greg Falling, John Garrett, Herman Joiner, Lauren Kegley, Robert Shaw and Rachelle Welbourne
from APEI; Xiaoli Su from BioDetection Instruments; Josh Crittenden, Darryl Fendley, and Jessica Hart from BlueInGreen; and
Phillip Stafford and David
Whitmire from the UA Technology Development Foundation.
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From Around the Park
TSC’s Lewis to Present
At Sustainatopia

GRAPES Holds Reception for Annual Meeting

The Sustainability Consortium
(TSC) recently announced that Dr.
Sarah Lewis will present in Los
Angeles at Sustainatopia being held
October 29th - November 2nd.
Lewis is the Project Program Manager for the Food, Beverage & Agriculture Sector Working Group, at
the TSC site in the ARTP.
Sustainatopia, considered one of
the leading events in the world for
social, financial and environmental
sustainability, consists of five conferences and a festival. It brings in
attendees from over 50 countries.

On Monday, November 3rd, the directors, faculty and staff of the
National Science Foundation Center of Excellence in GRid-connected
Advanced Power Electronic Systems (GRAPES) will hold an Opening
Reception for it Annual Meeting. The reception will be held at the National Center for Reliable Electric Power Transmission (NCREPT) located in the Park. The reception is scheduled from 5:30 - 8:00 pm.
According to Kim Gillow, GRAPES Program Manager, the Center’s
Industrial Advisory Board members will be attending. Gillow said that
some items will be on exhibit as well.
“Our faculty and students will be displaying a number of demonstration units that were completed during the first phase of the center’s life
and talking about the work they will be doing in the future,” Gillow
said. “We’re very excited to have everyone join us and see what we
have accomplished,” she added.
For more information, please contact Gillow at 479-575-2163 or
kdaling@uark.edu.

TSC Collaborates with
PEF World Forum

Pica Solar Wins in SXSW Eco Start-Up

In late September, The Sustainability Consortium (TSC) and the
Product Environmental Footprint
(PEF) World Forum joined forces
for a combined summit meeting.
This provided an opportunity for
members and attendees from corporations, governments and civil society organizations to network and
collaborate on shared solutions to
the issues of product sustainability.
The event was held September 30
– October 2 in Berlin, Germany,
which is the first European site for
a TSC Member Summit.
The PEF World Forum is a neutral platform for companies and
their stakeholders to reflect and act
on challenges, practical experiences, initiatives, tools and insights
towards climate-conscious and environmentally sound value chains.
It is a network of international organizations and an enabler for new
collaborations, projects and ideas.

Congratulations to Picasolar for its win in the Greentech category at
the South By Southwest Eco Startup Showcase, held in early October.
The showcase is a fast-paced pitch competition featuring top emerging firms in cleanweb, greentech and social impact. The competition
featured 32 companies from around the world, each giving a fourminute pitch, followed by Q&A with a panel of judges.
The Greentech category included startups offering a diverse range
of products and services that fulfill a market demand while significantly reducing or eliminating environmental impact. Picasolar was
the only Arkansas company in the overall competition.

Boston Mountain Biotech Article in Journal
In the October 20th issue of the Journal of Biotechnology is an article discussing the work leading up to the development of Boston
Mountain Biotech’s (BMB’s) separatome platform. Dr. Ellen Brune
and Dr. McKinzie Fruchtl with BMB are contributing authors to the
article, as well as University of Arkansas professors and graduate students.
The work focuses on the modification of a known IMAC HCP contaminant such that the protein no longer binds to IMAC resin.
The title of the article is A redesigned Escherichia coli triosephosphate isomerase restores growth properties in a bacterial
strain useful for Immobilized Metal Affinity Chromatography (IMAC).
To read the full article go to BMB’s website at www.mtnbio.com.
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From Around the Park
UATDF
Board of Directors and Staff
Stan Green, Chairman
Sharon Gaber, Vice Chair
Christine Daugherty, Board Member
Ted Dickey, Board Member
Eli Jones, Board Member
Greg Lee, Board Member
Don Marr, Board Member
Tim O’Donnell, Board Member
Jim Rankin, Board Member
James W. Smith, Legal Counsel
and Secretary
Phillip Stafford, President
David Whitmire, Director of
Finance and Administration
Anna Webb, Office Manager

Top to bottom: Keith Vogt speaks with researchers and
graduate students in a pre-patent seminar in September;
Matthew Young with Picasolar speaks with a visitor during
the ARTP 10 year celebration; McKinzie Fruchtl and Ellen
Brune with Boston Mountain Biotech pose in from of their
display at the Enterprise Center.

Contact Us

http://artp.uark.edu/
The Enterprise Center
534 Research Center Blvd,. Box 22.
Fayetteville, AR 72701 (479) 575-8411

UA Technology Development Foundation
535 West Research Center Blvd., Suite 102
Fayetteville, AR 72701 (479) 575-6964

Genesis Technology Incubator
700 Research Center Blvd.
Fayetteville, AR 72701 (479) 575-7227

